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Archdiocesan 
Mission Statement 

Taking to heart the 
last words of the 
Lord Jesus, we will 
go into the world to 
proclaim the Good 
News to the whole of 
creation. 

PARISH 

NEWS 

The Mikado 
The Three Towns 

Operatic Society are 

performing a special 

50th Anniversary 

production of Gilbert & 

Sullivan’s “Mikado”  in 

St.Joseph’s Hall, 
Leigh this week, 

Tuesday 14th May – 

Saturday 18th May. 

Tickets are priced at 

£11 and £13 and are 

available by phoning 

01942-605369 or 

676594, or online at 

www.thethreetowns.net 

St. Richard’s 500 Club May Winners 
 £100  176   V. Monks 
 £50 315   P. Hankinson 
 £25 173   J. Gerrard 
 £15     96  A. Worthington 
 £15 318   M. Baxter 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mission Boxes 
The latest collection from red mission boxes in Holy Family amounted 

to £704.91p. Many thanks to all concerned for your generosity. It is 

very much appreciated. 

CAFOD Coffee Morning 
Many thanks to everyone who came to the CAFOD Coffee Morning 

and Bring & Buy Sale at St Richard’s on 2nd May. Together we made 

a tremendous £664.47 for CAFOD. Well done everyone and many 

 LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

Psalter Week 4 
Readings Sunday – 4th Sunday of Easter (C) 
      Weekdays –  Easter Week 4 

Sunday    4th Sunday of Easter (C) 
      World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

Monday    Dedication of Liverpool Cathedral of Christ the King 
Tuesday    St Matthias, Apostle 

Next Sunday   5th Sunday of Easter (C) 
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 

  In New Zealand the sheep still outnumber the people by a ratio of about seven to one. A newly ordained bishop 
in New Zealand set off around the country to visit some of the more remote rural areas of his diocese. Confronted 
with an assembly of young children, he was confident that he was on to a winner by asking how many of their 
families kept sheep. Almost all of the children put their hands up and so he launched into an explanation of his 
role as a shepherd, following in the footsteps of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. He showed them his crozier (staff) 
and explained that this represented the shepherd’s crook. He proceeded to tell them Jesus’ story of the Good 
Shepherd going in search of the one lost sheep and leaving the other ninety-nine until he found it. Then he made 
his fatal mistake. He said to the children, “I am sure your parents would do the same if one of your sheep went 
missing.” Immediately one little boy responded and told the bishop that there was no way his father would do 
this. He would risk losing even more then. The bishop’s point was simply that God takes risks sometimes in order 
to find us and bring us back to his fold. 

  Jesus is inviting us to see ourselves as his sheep and reminding us that each one of us is utterly precious. 
Matthew and Luke tell us the story of the “Lost Sheep”, but it is John who takes up the image of Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd and explores its meaning throughout the tenth chapter of his Gospel. Today’s short extract 
completes his explanation, but it is worth noting that this is all part of a long and threatening exchange which 
Jesus is having with people, including some Scribes and Pharisees, who DO NOT accept his message. Jesus is 
explaining that he has come from a loving and merciful Father and that those who accept his message and follow 
him will belong to him and his Father for all eternity. In the Book of Revelations, the Apocalypse, John tells us 
that “a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language” are assembled 
in Heaven, having come through persecution and “washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb.” Not 
only is Jesus the Good Shepherd, he is also the Lamb who was sacrificed so that we might be saved. 

  Traditionally this Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, is set aside as a day of prayer for vocations 
to the priesthood and religious life. In every age the family of the Church is in need of those willing to dedicate 
their entire lives to shepherding the flock, but in today’s Church we are also becoming more and more conscious 
of the fact that every disciple of Jesus, by virtue of their baptism, are called to share in the ministry of being a 
Good Shepherd, caring for and helping those in need. Once we commit ourselves to the Lord we recognize that 
we are sisters and brothers of Jesus, children of the Father, and members of Christ’s Body. We all have a 
vocation, a calling from God, and in many parts of the world it is important that we recognize that, where the 
numbers of priests and religious are in decline, the Christian Community will flourish only if we are all using our 
gifts to ensure that we remain vibrant in faith and united in the Lord. History teaches us that there have been 
many times when the Church has had to wait patiently and be attentive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. Now 
is the time to ask God once more for those gifts of wisdom and understanding so that we may discern the way 
forward and ensure that someone is there to bring back those who have strayed and stayed away from God’s 
Church and tend the wounds of those who feel broken. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm Response: We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

Gospel Acclamation: I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
             I know my own sheep and my own know me. 



thanks, especially to all those who planned it and worked so hard 

to make it happen. 

Sri Lanka Appeal 
A local charity, the Epiphany Trust, has long-standing 

connections with Sri Lanka and is providing outreach support and 

aid to survivors of the horrific attack on Easter Sunday. More than 

250 people lost their lives and another 500 people were injured. 

Epiphany Trust are appealing for urgently needed funds to 

provide immediate relief for victims and long-term support to 

families. They are concentrating their efforts on supporting the 

people affected in Batticaoloa where they already support over 

600 children on a regular basis. Many of the children were injured 

in the attack and many of the families have lost their bread 

winners. For more information please contact 

Sharon@epiphany.org.uk We will have a Retiring Collection for 
the Epiphany Trust after all the Masses next weekend 18th & 

19th of May. 

CTA Pentecost Celebration 
An early notice that there will be a special Pentecost Celebration 

at Atherton Parish Church on Sunday 9th June at 4.00pm. The 

service, which has been arranged by Churches Together In 

Atherton, will provide us with a great celebration to mark 

Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the Church. The service will be 

followed by a “bring to the table” tea in Atherton Baptist Church. 

Please come along and join us in prayer and friendship. 

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS 

 Offertory            £1728.03 
THOMAS            £  305.47 

Thank you for your generosity. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
Today 

Priests’ Training Fund 
This Sunday is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to the 
Priesthood and Consecrated Life. The second collection will be 

the annual collection for the Priests’ Training Fund which is the 

chief source of income that enables the Archdiocese to train our 

future priests. It takes six or seven years to train a priest and 

costs approximately £100,000. Gift Aid envelopes will be 

available at the back of each church. 

Next Week 
The Epiphany 
Trust 

Special Appeal to Aid the Christians of Sri Lanka 
Synod 2020 - The Story So Far 

Preparations for Synod 2020 are continuing. 

As the Archbishop himself said in his Pastoral 

Letter for Synod Sunday 2018, the Synod is 

the time when we choose the path to walk on. 

Those who volunteered to be members are in 

the process of attending training sessions. We 

will continue to give you further updates regarding the 

process of the Synod because there may well be times when 

you are invited to contribute towards the Synod in terms of 

sharing your views concerning the future mission of the 

Church in the Archdiocese. Your views will be very 

important. Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the 

first year. 
● 29th April – 10th May – Pastoral Area 

gathering of all Members. (Ours was on 

Thursday, 9th May.) 
● May – June 2019 – Listening and discerning 

in Parishes. (Led by Members) ● 21st or 

25th or 28th September – Meeting of 

Members. (Members can attend any one meeting) ● 

Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area Pre-Synod 1. 
(One in each Pastoral Area) Our 

Synod Questions 

Four Synod Questions that will inform and inspire our project of 

listening over the coming months have been published and will 

be addressed over four weekly newsletters. The second 

question is addressed in the Synod Reflection below. 

These questions begin from the truth that God speaks to us in 

our everyday lives and, as we reflect on our lives, we encounter 
Christ (c.f. Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 8). We are then 

invited to think about what the Catholic Church is for. This will 

allow the Spirit of God to open our hearts so that, finally, we can 

reflect on the questions, issues, and topics that our Synod 

should make recommendations on. 

We are all invited to reflect deeply and respond to these four 
Synod Questions. Please ensure that your voice is heard in 

response to the Four Synod Questions. Attend a local Listening 

Gathering in your Pastoral Area (see local notices for details) or 

respond online at www.synod2020.co.uk 

Synod Reflection 
Out of all the billions of people who have been, who are and who 

will be, God knows you by name and cares for you. You can 

never  be lost, because God has made a decision to love you 

and nothing can change that. Even when life is hard and you are 

faced with worry and anxiety, God still loves you. You can face 

the troubles in life because God will never abandon you. The 

second Synod question invites us to look at the shadows in our 

life and find God there too.  
When you reflect on your life now, as you look to the 
future, what causes you concern or worry? 

Prayer 
Light a candle and take a moment’s silence before praying: 

Risen Jesus, 
may we listen for your voice in the depths of our hearts, 
and in listening may we have the courage to follow you, 
knowing that we are safe in your loving care and have 
no need to be afraid. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

* * * * * * * 
Emma Newton 

“A big thank you to everyone who donated money to Cancer 

Research in memory of our daughter Emma who passed away 

on 26th February. The total amount raised was an amazing 

£2,411.86p. once again, than you so much.” Stuart & Maureen 

Longworth. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Many of you will have heard the following notice which was 

read out at all the Masses recently. We will publish it in the 

Newsletter for the next few weeks so that everyone can read 

it at home. 

Last September, as many of you are aware, our Pastoral Area, 

the Deanery of Leigh, was expanded to include Golborne, 

Lowton, Croft and Hindley Green. We increased in number from 

seven churches to ten, with an increase in priests from four to 

five. This change happened very suddenly, without consultation, 

and it has been a very difficult year trying to adapt to these 

changes, especially since our Pastoral Area has now become 

one of the largest, geographically, in the Archdiocese. 



The Archbishop has now informed us that Fr.Colin – who at 

present looks after St.Joseph’s, Leigh – will be leaving us and 

taking up a new appointment from September. He will NOT 

be replaced. Therefore we are facing the prospect of looking 

after a much larger Pastoral Area with less number of priests. 

This will inevitably lead to change, not just in terms of the 

number of churches but also to the times and availability of 

Sunday Masses in the Pastoral Area. This will also lead to a 

change in the way we work as priests. The Archdiocese has 

asked us to conduct a review of the buildings (that is, 

churches and halls) that we are using at present. 

As many of you may be aware the Pastoral Area submitted a 

Pastoral Plan five years ago to address many of these issues. 

At that time the Archdiocese chose not to act on these 

recommendations. Due to the reduction in the number of 

priests, many of these issues are now more pressing. 

By September a new Sunday Mass Schedule will have to be 

in place which probably WILL involve church closures. This 

will also involve a reduction in the number of Sunday Masses, 

simply because we have less priests looking after a much 

larger area. We simply cannot be in two places at once. 

Fr.Colin has been a great member of our team for the last 

five years and he will be greatly missed. We ask you to pray 

for him and pray for all of us – people and priests alike – as 

we face such great challenges in the very near future. 

During the next few weeks and months the priests of the 

Pastoral Area will continue to meet with representatives from 

the Archdiocese to make plans for the future. We will try our 

best to keep you informed of any progress and involve you 

as people of the Pastoral Area in whatever way we can. 

Pastoral Area Forum 
Many thanks to all those who were able to attend the 

Pastoral Area Forum on Wednesday. It was great to see so 

many people gathered together to listen to reflections 

concerning the new Pastoral Area and the changes that we 

face in September. It was very clear from the meeting that 

many people had a number of good ideas to act upon. It 

was decided at the meeting that we should gather a smaller 

group together very soon – perhaps two or three people 

from each Church Community – who can meet regularly 

and decide a way forward, based on the statistics that were 

shared at the meeting and the other proposals that have 

been sent to the Archdiocese over the years. We will try our 

best to keep you informed of any progress and involve you 

as people of the Pastoral Area in whatever way we can. 

Many thanks to Fr.Chris Fallon who gave up his spare time 

to help us in this process and for the wonderful presentation 

he gave us concerning the numbers of Masses, people and 

priests in the Archdiocese and in the Pastoral Area of Leigh. 

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020 

We thank you Father 
For the love you have shown us In the gift of 
Jesus, your Son. 

We thank you for the gift of the Church, 
Through which you show us that you are 
always with us and are always at work in our 
lives. 

As we journey together to Synod 2020 help us to become 
the Church that you are calling us to be. 
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us 
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope 
and Malcolm our Archbishop. 

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new 
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 

 
Reflect 
Today’s Gospel tells us that the relationship between God 
and his people is like that of a Shepherd and his sheep. 
Someone who looks out for and cares for all his flock. In 
return his flock listens to his voice and follows him. 

Pray 
Lord, let me know clearly 
The work which you are calling me to do in life. 
And grant me every grace I need to answer your call 
With courage and love and lasting dedication to your 
will. 
Amen. 
From Sunday Connection. 

Act 
Use your times of prayer to listen and respond to God’s 
voice within you. Be still with the Lord. 

Challenge 
There’s a lot in the news about climate change at present and 

sometimes you can feel overwhelmed, but working together, 

bit by bit we can stabilize our environment. If we all make 

even small changes in our everyday lives we can make a 

difference overall. This week make an effort not to waste 

food. 

 Newsletter 

Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are sent in 

by Wednesday evening. Thank you. 

Clergy Addresses 

Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, 

Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ 

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock Lane, 
Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN 



Finance 

All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St 

Margaret Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank 

you. 

 

 

Please pray for 

those who are Sick 

 

Week Beginning 

12th May 
Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s 

SUNDAY 

9.00 am 
The McGrath & 

Beresford Familes 

11.00 am 
Vocations 

(First Holy Communion with 

Holy Family children) 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 
Evelyn Ward 

11.00 am 
Joan Clegg 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 
Arthur Hennessy 

9.30 am 
Jean Herron 

MONDAY    

TUESDAY  9.15 am 
Molly Yates 

               9.15 am 
Madeleine McCann 

WEDNESDAY 

7.00 pm 
The Pastoral Area 

 9.00 - 10.00 am 
Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament 

10.00 am 
Funeral Mass for 

Eileen Maria Davis 

THURSDAY 
10.00 am 

Neil Nolan 
 9.15 am 

Joseph Reddy 

FRIDAY 
10.00 am 

Parishioners 
Mass in St Gabriel’s School 

 10.00 am 
Gertrude Sandilands 

SATURDAY 

10.00 am 
Deceased relatives & 
friends of Maude & 

Taylor family 

10.00 am 
Exposition & Rosary 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 
Mary McHugh 

Thanksgiving with 
St Gabriel’s First 

Communion Children 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 
Robert Carter 

NEXT SUNDAY 

9.00 am 
McHugh & Lyth 

Families 

11.00 am 
Margaret Dermody 

(First Holy Communion with 

Holy Family children) 
11.00 am 

Annie Murphy 

9.30 am 
Eileen Boardman 

 



 

Amy Turnbull 
Anelyse Lewis 
Arthur Leggett 
All Cancer 

Patients 
Anne Broad 
Baby George 
Baby Grace 
Baby Luke 
Bernard O’Donnell 
Brenda Southern 
Bridie Molyneux 
Catherine Jones 
Christopher 

Browne 
Clare Barlow 
Clifford Browne 
Eddie Shaw 
Emma Oldham 
Enid Kenwright 
Fon O’Hara 
Freda Peake 
Gerald Hackett 
Guy Ryan 
Hannah Delargy 
 Irene McIntyre 
Jack Rothwell 
Jean Tchibukdjian 
Jennifer Langin 
Jess Garrett 
Jessie Lucas 
Joan Wilkinson 
John Neary 
John Wall 
Kathy Kenyon 
Maisie Sweeney 

(10) 
Margaret Case 
Margaret Dawson 
Margaret Ross 
Margaret Wall 
Marjorie Price 
Mary Tiernan 
Maureen Halliday 
Michael Wright 
Rev Jim Melia 
Sandra Jones 
Shelagh Welsby 
Stephen Howell 
Terry Barlow 
Thelma Humble 
Theresa Stanley 
Thomas 

McLoughlin 
Wyn Wright 

 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our family of 
Faith 

Michael Davies 
Jenson Fetherston 

May God bless them and their 

families. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family & 
after both 6.00 pm Masses in St Ambrose and St Richard’s. 

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment. 

 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

First Reading – Acts 14:21-27 
Paul and Barnabas retrace their steps, encouraging the small 
communities of Christians they have founded. 

Second Reading – Revelations 21:1-5 
Taken from the final part of the Apocalypse, St.John shares a 
vision of a new world and the new order of things inaugurated by 
Christ. 

Gospel Reading – John 13:31-35 
During the Last Supper Jesus gives his apostles a new 

commandment – to love one another as he has loved them. 
 

 

LATELY DEAD 

Please pray for 
those who have 

died recently: 

Millie Walker 
Ken Seaman 

Barbara Seddon 
Eileen Maria Davis 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 



Yvonne Mellin 

If any of the above are 
now better please tell 

margaretclitherow 
@yahoo.com 

 

 


